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Know-How / Savoir Faire offers an insight into the unique practice of 
Patrick Bouchain, for whom the ‘site’ is a place of experimentation, a place 
to share aspirations, knowledge, research and funds. Where possible,
he advocates employing ten local artisans rather than a single contractor, 
as a way of redressing the dominance of large national companies. He 
encourages all those who are interested to come and observe the work 
evolve – the city-dweller is central to the project.

Bouchain was an inspired choice to design the French Pavilion for the 2006
Venice Architecture Biennale. Rather than present an absent architecture 
through images and text, the pavilion gave people access to ‘a gathering 
place’ where they could ‘experience it at first hand.’ The pavilion was an
‘architectural act’ that demanded more of visitors than passive observation. 
A precarious trail of scaffolding climbed up through the space, which was 
occupied by the collective EXYZT and housed a DJ, design studio, chef 
and, most memorably, a sauna populated by towel-clad French youths. 
The French Pavilion was not a beauty; God was not in the details, he was 
somewhere in the sauna. 

Know-How / Savoir Faire will feature three projects: a redevelopment of
the old abattoirs of Calais to provide a national performing arts theatre;
a series of public swimming pools in the Poitou Charentes region 
commissioned by Ségolène Royal; and an iridescent, asymmetrical black 
tent structure for a travelling equestrian theatre, Theatre du Centaure.  

Born in Paris in 1945, Patrick Bouchain is an architect and production 
designer. He has taught at the Ecole Camondo, Bourges School of Fine Arts 
and the Paris National Business School for Industrial Design, which he 
founded. Bouchain regularly collaborates with major contemporary artists 
including Daniel Buren and Claes Oldenburg.

Know-How / Savoir Faire is curated for the AA by arc en reve, Bordeaux.                            

Private view Friday 27 April 6.30pm–8.30pm
Open to the public from Monday 30 April to Friday 25 May
Opening times Monday to Friday 10.00am–7.00pm
Saturday 10.00am–3.00pm
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